
The following is a summary of the January 11, 2018, Combined Conference, Regular and 
Organization Meeting of the Berkeley Heights Board of Education: 
 
Report of the Student Representatives 
 
James Pitingolo reported on the following: 
 
• The Winter sports season at Governor Livingston High School is well underway and athletes 

are performing and succeeding at high levels.  
 
• This past weekend was Fantastic Friday and Super Saturday, the string of sporting events 

hosted by the GLHS Highlander Booster Club. 
 
• The Highlander Girls Basketball team claimed a thrilling victory against rival New 

Providence for the first time in three years. This is a continuation of the exciting season that 
the Lady Highlanders have had, after they won the Holiday Classic.  The GL Girls have a 4-4 
record and believe they will continue to improve as the season goes on. 

 
• The GLHS Boys Basketball team suffered a tough loss against New Providence last 

Saturday, but they are looking forward to the rest of the season and striving toward 
improving on their current 3-4 record.  

 
• Highlander Indoor Track athletes have performed well this season, both at the Spiked Shoe 

Holiday Festival at the New York City Armory Track before winter break, and at the Ocean 
Breeze Invitational on Staten Island during the break.  At both meets, the GL team saw 
individuals place well.  The team is looking forward to the Union County Relays on January 
14th at the Jersey City Armory.   

 
• Both the GLHS Boys and Girls Fencing squads started off the season well with a double-

victory over Morris Knolls and they have continued with that winning momentum. The Boys 
have a record of 4-3 and the Girls have a record of 4-2, with both teams looking forward to 
the rest of the season.  

 
• The Highlander Boys and Girls Swimming teams have had successful seasons thus far.  Both 

teams won against Cranford on January 11th, with the Girls team improving to a 4-1 record 
and the Boys team moving to 3-1.  Both teams will be swimming at the Union County 
championships on January 21st at the Rutgers Aquatics Center. 

 
• The GLHS Wrestling team has had a great season so far with a 7-1 record.  The Highlanders 

had an exciting win against Woodbridge this past Saturday.  Over the winter break, senior 
Quinn Haddad and sophomore James Snyder came in first in their respective weight classes 
at the Laker Tournament.  

 
• The Highlander Hockey team had an exciting 9-1 victory during Super Saturday against 

Pequannock.  Special congrats to junior Carson Wahlers, who scored his 100th career point. 
 



Page 2 
 
Report of the Student Representatives (continued) 
 
Mikayla Sanchez reported on the following: 
 
• Before the holiday break, students at Governor Livingston High School held various 

fundraising events and activities to close out 2017. 
 
• The GL Robotics Club is continuing to grow and the group holds meetings during lunch in 

order to prepare for local competitions. 
 
• GL TREND and the Student Council presidents joined together to gather students for the 

second annual Karaoke competition before winter break.  Each grade had representatives 
compete for a prize and the Sophomore Class came out on top, winning $125 for their grade. 

 
• The GL Interact club encouraged students to sell chocolate and participate in the bake sale, 

which raised $400 for the Mount Pleasant Animal Shelter. 
 
• After winter break, students came back to school ready for GL’s annual Fantastic Friday and 

Super Saturday events.  Students flooded the bleachers to cheer on their friends and 
classmates during the wrestling matches, basketball games, and hockey games.  

 
• To promote even more school spirit, the Sophomore and Junior Student Councils have been 

selling class shirts and GL merchandise to raise money for their proms. 
 
• Selected GLHS juniors and seniors recently participated in a Science Olympiad competition 

and succeeded in placing in a number of events, including Rocks and Minerals, Optics, and 
Astronomy. 

 
• On January 12th the Student Council held its first Class Clash event, during which students 

from each grade competed in musical chairs and Mario Kart in front of cheering classmates.  
 
• Clubs at Governor Livingston will continue to plan exciting activities as we move into the 

second semester.   
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Superintendent’s Report 

• In her Mission Moment address, Superintendent of Schools Judith Rattner recognized the 
contributions of the Board of Education members and thanked them for their service to the 
school district and the children of Berkeley Heights and Mountainside.  Mrs. Rattner 
explained: “The Board of Education members volunteer their time and devote their energy to 
making sure that the Berkeley Heights Public Schools are the very best they can be through 
oversight and policy development.”   

 
The BOE members devote hours, without remuneration, to the oversight of school district 
operations.  In a proclamation recognizing January as School Board Recognition month, 
Governor Chris Christie shared that “Local boards of education have contributed to New 
Jersey being among the leading states in academic achievement, as measured by the National 
Assessment of Education Progress scores, and the preparation for college through Advanced 
Placement offerings and SAT assessments.” 

“Our Board of Education members are the eyes and ears of our school community,” said 
Mrs. Rattner. “They convey the public’s expectations for our schools to the administrative 
team.” 
 

• The New Jersey Department of Education is expected to release the School Performance 
Reports shortly. 
 

• The PARCC administration schedule for the Berkeley Heights Public Schools has been 
posted on the district website.  The district is currently conducting PARCC technology trials. 

 
• The deadline for the district’s Preschool lottery is Friday, January 12th. 

 
• The Governor Livingston TREND presentation, originally scheduled for the January 4th 

Board of Education meeting, will occur at the next Board meeting on February 1st. 
 
• Also at the February 1st Board of Education meeting, there will also be an update on the 

District Strategic Planning Initiative. 
 
• The school district has received a $25,000 donation from Berkeley Heights resident Larry 

Cohen.  The donation will be used to upgrade the GLTV studio to HD and also allow the 
district to begin a feeder program at Columbia Middle School for students interested in TV 
production. 
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Superintendent’s Report (continued) 
 
• The Board of Education discussed Subscription Busing.  A survey was sent to parents in 

grades 1 through 8 to determine their interest in paying $600 to $800 for such a service. 
Approximately 300 people responded to the survey and 52% expressed interest in 
Subscription Busing.  The greatest response was from parents at Columbia Middle School. 
The Board created an ad-hoc committee to work with Mrs. Donna Felezzola, School 
Business Administrator, and Mrs. Kelly Sheehan, Transportation Coordinator, to make a 
recommendation on this matter to the full Board of Education at its March 8th public 
meeting.  This Board committee consists of Ms. Chris Reilly, Mrs. Helen Kirsch and Ms. 
Jeane Parker. 

 
• Mrs. Rattner announced that the school district has been awarded a grant from Investors 

Savings Bank in the amount of $4,000 to support professional development for 
teachers.  Last year, the Berkeley Heights Public Schools received a $2,000 grant from 
Investors Savings, and two district teachers were able to use these funds to attend national 
professional development opportunities.  The teachers have used the knowledge they gained 
from the training in their classrooms and also shared this information with other staff 
members.  This year, the district will be able to give four teachers the opportunity to 
participate in national professional development opportunities. 

	
• Two juniors from Governor Livingston High School attended the January 11th Board of 

Education meeting and requested that the Board explore adding a Non-Advanced Placement 
Physics 2 class.  Mr. Scott McKinney, Assistant Superintendent, will work with the students 
and the administration to explore this possible curriculum addition. 
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Facilities Report 
 
• Mrs. Felezzola reported that contractors are still completing small punchlist items from 

facilities projects that were performed during the summer months.  The district 
administration is currently developing a list of potential construction projects for the next 
school year, and this list will be discussed with both the Finance and Facilities Committees of 
the Board of Education.  

 

The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following: 
 
• Mr. Doug Reinstein and Mr. Bill Cassano were chosen by their fellow Board members to 

continue to serve as President and Vice President, respectively, of the Berkeley Heights 
Board of Education during 2018. 

 
• Substitute and supplemental personnel for the 2017-2018 fiscal/school year. 

 
• The acceptance of the retirement of Ms. Georgia Smith from her position as Secretary at 

Governor Livingston High School, effective September 1, 2018. 
 

• The request of Mr. Ryan Jendrek for an unpaid leave of absence in accordance with the New 
Jersey Family Leave Act from February 15, 2018, through March 14, 2018. 

 
• The following Extra-Curricular activities, staff members and assignments for the 2017-2018 

school year: 

Governor Livingston High School     
Activity/Position     Instructor/Supervisor  
Assistant Lacrosse Coach (Boys)   Michael Provenzano 
Assistant Baseball Coach    Louis Clemente 
Volunteer Assistant Baseball Coach  Christopher Affinito 
Volunteer Assistant Baseball Coach  Garrett Hain 
Volunteer Assistant Baseball Coach  John Mahon 
Volunteer Assistant Baseball Coach  Mathew Rago 
Volunteer Assistant Baseball Coach  Ernest Schmidt 
Volunteer Assistant Baseball Coach  Bryan Young 
 
Thomas P. Hughes School 
Activity/Position     Instructor/Supervisor 
Circle of Friends Advisor    Elizabeth Bartlett 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 
 
• The employment of Louis Pitingolo as a Technology Student Assistant for the duration of the 

2017-2018 school year. 
  

• For Mrs. Doreen Ladinski and Mrs. Christine Talarico of the Governor Livingston High 
School staff to teach one additional class each from January 4, 2018, through February 2, 
2018; covering the schedule of a staff member who is out on an extended medical leave. 

 
• For Ms. Holly Urenovich of the Columbia Middle School staff to teach one additional class 

from April 9, 2018, through June 30, 2018. 
 

• A revised starting date of employment of January 12, 2018, for Ms. Heather Goldstein, the 
new Elementary Counselor at Mountain Park School and Mary Kay McMillin Early 
Childhood Center. 

 
• The reassignment of the following staff member for the 2017-2018 school/fiscal year, as 

indicated, effective January 5, 2018:  
 

Name   From    To 
Ellen Biskaduros  Mary Kay McMillin  Mary Kay McMillin 

     Early Childhood Center Early Childhood Center 
     Paraprofessional  Secretary 
 
• The employment of the following Paraprofessionals, as indicated: 
 
 Name   School    Effective Date 
 Benjamin Cummings Mary Kay McMillin ECC January 5, 2018 
 Melany Martins  Columbia Middle School January 2, 2018 
 
• The purchase and installation of replacement and additional security cameras from Johnston 

Communications at the cost of $13,211.80. 
 
• The acceptance of a donation in the amount of $25,000.00 from Mr. Larry Cohen of Berkeley 

Heights.  This donation will enable the school district to purchase new equipment to 
transition the Governor Livingston High School TV Studio to High Definition. 

 
• For five (5) classrooms and the multi-purpose room at Mountain Park School to be used by 

the Camp Invention program from July 16-20, 2018, for a rental fee of $3,400.00. 
 
The Board of Education will conduct a Combined Conference and Regular Meeting on 
Thursday, February 1, 2018, at 7:30 p.m. at Columbia Middle School.  


